PATENT 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 047991-5007-01 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: Kyoichi NARIAI 
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Filed: May 23, 2000 Group Art Unit: 2834 

Allowed: February 17, 2004 Examiner: Karen B. Addison 

For: PIEZOELECTRIC ELEMENT DRIVING 
CIRCUIT AND DRIVING METHOD 



Commissioner for Patents 
MAIL STOP ISSUE FEE 

Arlington, VA 22202 
Sir: 

REQUEST FOR RETURN COPY OF PTO-1449 

No initialed copy has been received of the Form PTO-1449, filed on April 30, 2002 as shown by 
the attached copy of our PTO postcard receipts. 

Please send a copy, preferably by facsimile, and if any citation is lined through, please be sure to 
explain why per MPEP 609. Thank you. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 

By: Robirt J. Goodell 
Reg. No. 41,040 



Dated: March 5, 2004 

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 
1111 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
(202) 739-3000 
Fax (202) 739-3001 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Attorney Docket No. 040447-0218 
Applicant: Kyoichi NARIAI 



Title: 



PIEZOELECTRIC ELEMENT 
DRIVING CIRCUIT AND 
DRIVING METHOD 



Appl.No.: 09/576,492 
Filing Date: May 23, 2000 
Examiner: Karen B. Addison 



COPY 



Art Unit: 



2834 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.56 and 37 C.F.R. 6 1,97 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Commissioner: 

Submitted herewith on a modified Form PTO/SB/08 is a listing of document(s) 
known to Applicant in order to comply with Applicant's duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56. A copy of the listed document(s) is being submitted to comply with the 
provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not . 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the 
present application or that such document is considered material to patentability as defined 
in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). Applicant does not waive any rights to take any action which 
would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any 
document which is determined to be a prima facie prior art reference against the claims of 
the present application. 
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Serial No. 09/576,492 



COPY 



TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The instant Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing date of 
the first action but before the mailing date of either a final action or notice of allowance 
under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), and is accompanied by a statement specified 
in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e). 

STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(e) 

The undersigned hereby states in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1) that each 
item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three (3) months prior to the filing of this Statement: 

RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

The document listed on the attached PTO-1449 was cited as being relevant during 
the prosecution of the corresponding European application. A copy of an English language 
abstract of the listed documents, if available, is being provided. The absence of a 
translation or an English-language counterpart document does not relieve the PTO from its 
. duty to consider this document (37 C.F.R. § 1.98 and M.P.E.P. § 609). 

It is believed that the instant information disclosure statement is being filed prior to 
the mailing date of any Notice of Allowance or Final Office Action. However, if this 
information disclosure statement is filed after the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance 
or Final Office Action, then applicant(s) hereby request(s) and authorize(s) the PTO to 
charge the petition fee under 37 CFR 1 . 17(p) to Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . 
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Serial No. 09/576,492 * 



Applicants respectfully requests that any listed document be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialled copy of 
Form PTO/SB/08 be returned in accordance with M.P.E.P. § 609. 

Respectfully submitted, 



April 18. 2002 

Date David A. Blumenthal 

Reg. No. 26,257 



COPY 



Should additional fees be necessary in connection with the filing of this paper, or if a petition for extension of time is 
required for timely acceptance of same, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 19-0741 for 
anysuchfees; and applicants) hereby petition for any needed extension of time.- 




Foley & Lardner 
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20007-5109 
Telephone: 202-672-5300 
Facsimile: 202-672-5399 



"^[nder the Papei 
nr frqber. 



PTO/SB/08 (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
: Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control 



Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Date Submitted: April 18, 2002 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/576,492 



05/23/2000 



Kyoichi NARIAI 



2834 



K. Addison 



VSheet 



of 



Attomev^ocke^ujn^er^ 



040447-0218 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


n»tp rrf Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Keievani 
Pa<?^flop^ or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number 


Kind 
Code 2 {if 
known) 




A1 


5,387,834 




SUZUKI 


02/07/95 


- 













































































































































































































































































- FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS - 




Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Documents 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T 6 - 


™r 3 m . m K rt *4 Kind Code 5 
Office 3 Number* (jfknown) 




A2 


JP 


04316851 


A 


SHARP CORP 


9/11/1992 




ABS. 




A3 


JP 


10193587 


A 


SEIKO EPSON CORP 


07/28/1998 




ABS. 




A4 


JP 


06000959 


A 


SEIKO EPSON CORP 


11/01/1994 




ABS 




A5 


JP 


05169686 


A 


BROTHER IND. LTD. 


09/07/1993 




ABS 















































































































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



1 Examiner 




Date 


1 


[ Signature 




Considered 





♦EXAMINER: 

considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2see attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 
5«ind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, O.C. 
20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C, 20231. 



